At the interface of fibrinolysis and inflammation: the role of urokinase-type plasminogen activator in the leukocyte extravasation cascade.
Leukocyte recruitment to the site of inflammation is a key event in the pathogenesis of cardiovascular diseases. This highly regulated process is tightly controlled by a variety of adhesion/signaling molecules, chemokines, and proteases specifically mediating the sequential steps in the leukocyte extravasation cascade. In addition to its prominent role in the fibrinolytic system, urokinase-type plasminogen activator (uPA) has been implicated in different physiological and pathophysiological processes, including cell adhesion and migration. This review focuses on the emerging role of uPA in the leukocyte recruitment process.